
IHALF CENTURYAFTER GETTYSBURG^
IIv m«. DOl'fil.AS N. KKBESIANi
When the "thttoo" if echoed to-nicht !

rv,r tho hills nbout Gettysburg ll will ;
lull to Bli'cp the vangwml of a ureal j
army of fco.noo men. Including 2.600
Virginians. wl»o will gather this week
to fommtinornif on a bloodstained
fold "tho high-.water mark of Ameri¬
can valor."

..From every State of the South and
from e ve? > i|»iartfv of th» North and
We.: will gather tho veteran. of tlile
Gray and the old troopers of the ltlue
to meet on the fi»eld that both made
immortal and to live again the dismal
dav. of war which made the first week

]\il\ the bloodiest and thejioM harrow,ng mi .the history of the
\merican people Kift> years after
U,e e%ent on a balllefleld. which has,
become a meat national park, the State
o' ivnnsvlvanla and the government
of tie United States, will entertain thejxourans anil give them every reminder,
of lasting peace wh wai -n -. ruled.

lT.l.urlnti lor the <nm|Mllfcn.
T1 . summer of 1 Soo. which w iines-s-

e the* great campaign "> Pennsylva-r.'n was ushered in by events winch
ri-esage<l Confederate victory. ho
lo-c winter <-f lffi'J-flS had been spent
hv O.er.-ral l.eo in recrultitvg his aimy
finrt .! placing :t on the highest possl- jhie plane ot military efticU-ncy lhel
famous victories of 1M?-. beginning,w,7h the engagements on Uie lenln-'
.ula of Virginia and ending w uh tho
1 \ - epalse of the enemy at l-red-Lrirkabu.l had aroused Southern
v*l..' to :ts greatest daring, and had!

L hopes of ea 1> independence.;
\Vhe-. the strengthened army oi Leo ,
dealt Hookei a crushing blow at t han- joollorsville and sent him staggering;
v,. ck across the Rappahannock. \ Ii -Jni was practically free from tho.
er.emy. and her defenders might deal
* new offensive Mow

The niplomiitlo situation.
But the valor of the South, seeking

sr. opportunity of strik.ng back at he?.'vpclers. found a new stimulus In the
hope that a crushing defeat to the
Federals on t1,eir oWn S° m

athe baiar.ee of subtle diplomacy and
mteht piocure foi the new nation
:h(. recognitl n of England °"eo if,.re President Davis had seen in Lees
Maryland campaign of 1S62 a^^ir.eans to this end. and no«. with .r»«n
victory perched on the banner. nLee.
*.-> believed that one treat defeat < f the
Federals or. their own soil would lead
En eland, and possibly I-ranee, to lee-

ognite the Independence of the >outi^This in turn, would mean the » in

paper blockade and the opening or
Southern ports to the merchantmen o
the world! A bold stroke it was nnd
an enormous venture. but n«

justified it and hope prompted it
Heady for the Advance.

Accordingly. General Lee
around Culpeper the most m
artnv he had ever commanded. Viom |Suffolk came Longstreet ,vision® Ewell was near-by with hi.Uaso^d veterans A P. Hill was tar-
rvinc at Fredericksburg to b« sine

the defeated Hooker dared not v.n ur
-icro«s the Rappahannock, the ,linl't'r
was strengthened by batteries which
bad been scattered after t '^'icellors-
ville, the commissary was enlni »®d - ''

now wagon-train was formed Aft.,
mature deliberation. General Lee
vide.l forces Into three .uain corps in-
n'r Ewell. Longstreet an<l A I Hill,
rtadv foi the advance

The Missing l.ewuer.
But in th- coiiiv is I eld l-efo,,e the

memorable advance began, Li-e niissec^ar more Perhaps than he nd.n tied
on to President Pavis the adUce

and suppo.t of one lieutenant. A
leader waV misMng. courageous beyond
the strength of men It; battle, hut i.ti-
ful and farseeing in »traleS>- .Jh®leader was Jackson, whose ^d'»leman could till once its own. . had fallen
mortaJlv wounde I in the twiilgh
the Chancellors ville forest With that
courtesv and consideration which
marked his every act and word, Lee
sa,d little of his lo>s. but how he felt
it his famous words aftei the I
svlvania campaign attest

The High Hopes of »lie \riny.
High ran the hopes of the assembling |brigades when it was whispered about

that Pennsylvania was th<- destination
o' the armv and a general forward
mo\emer.t its purpose Men who had ,fousrht doggedly in defense of home
fwelled with pride to think that tho
day of retribution was at hand, hoys
who had forgotten their geography
pored ever tattered maps to barn how
Icng it would tak/} .them to reach the
great Quaker CJly. ",W^" can lick em jhoys" was the "unanimous verdict of
every good soldier. With good hope
came good cheer, uniforms were rneiul-
#d. band instruments were taken from
battered cases, muskets were given a
tpecial cleaning, and on to Yankee-
land" Wat the «. : >

The Strength of the \rniy.
The strength of the arm- which I.ee

planned should pat t i; ate in this
preat campaign has been variously es¬
timated and much disputed Northern
historians of the da-- averred brazenly
that Lee carried will him across the
Potomac not less than HVhoOft men. and i

cu.vicnAi. itoiiicur ic. i.ke.
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TEXTS THAT 1IAVK A 1*111?ADY IlEION PITCH 101) KOH TUB I S10 OK TIIOISANDS OF \ I'.TI::» A N S WHO WIM, «.0 TO TUB IIA T I 1,1 :r 11:1.1 > XKXT U'BKK.
Inter writers havo insisted thai the
army numbered 00,As .1 matter of
fact, the records shc-w that L.ee had
available for service in the whole cam¬

paign.including the men ho was
forced to leave nloner the line.thirty-
nine brigades of infantry, seven brig¬
ades of cavalry and 2*7 puns, nil told.
Hv tin* most liberal estimate this army
ilid not aggregate more than 75,<.(*<>
effectives, not fit' per cent of whom
could be gathered for a single direct
engagement. The Army <>f the Po¬
tomac, mustered to repel this forte, in¬
cluded fifty-one brigades of infantry,
eight brigades of cavalry and .TTc
guns. The whole could not have num-
tiered less than and the report¬
ed effective strength. SS.2S!', is a gross
underestimate

Tin* Amii.v'm (.rent WenKiionm.
But < !» the forward movement, which

became general by .tune 21, there was
little thought of the army's weakness
in men. veterans who had won victories
against armies of twice their strength
had learned to disregard the mere dif¬
ference of numbers What caused
anxious forebodings on the part of
those who knew the army was the
great and fatal weakness of its train.
Passing through a fruitful country,
where no army had ever been, it was
not difficult to purchase provisions for
man and beast, but there was no way
to strengthen the ordnance train.
Whatever ammunition the ariny used
had to be hauled west from Kirhinond
by trnin, and thence up the Valley, over
the Potomac and across Maryland byslow-moving xvagons. A single day's
hard lighting would deplete the ord¬
nance train to the danger point a
briet campaign would exhaust it So
fatal was this weakness and so cer¬
tain Its appearance that one ma> truly
any thf.t victory would be lost rot be¬
cause of tl >¦ enemy in front, hut be¬
cause of the xvagons behind.

Into Pennsylvania.
The movement into Pennsylvania,

however, was marked by omens of vic¬
tory which tlirexx- Into the background
the weakness of 1-ee's artillery train
Sweeping down the Valley xxith x igoi>
and dash Kxxell 'gobbled up.'' in Lin¬
coln's homely *,bt ise, the army of Mil-
ro\, xvhi;.h opposed him. and. at the
loss of men, captured prison-

I'KK'S III-.A I)<t I MtTKHS.

ers. A. P. Hill by brilliant tactics,
frightened Ilookcr into a hasty retreat
from before Fredericksburg, and was
himself enabled to follow across the
Potomac* without serious delay. The
corps of Longstreet passed the river
without difficulty, and followed Ewell
northwarci. Hooker, in the meant inn-,
moving into Maryland, had taken
position near Frederick and was doitm (his best to ohev Lincoln's order that he
"fret and fiet" General Lee. As the
great commancler gathered his arm:,
on alien soil and proceeded northwarci,
Hookei moved in parallel column, but
took good care- t>> ke«p the main body
of his army between I-.ee atul the city
of Washington. The manouevres which
followed were for the time of no great
consequence, and Lee's feint on Harris-
burK. <he State capital, was not pushed.

*>tuiirt'n l**ii inon m Itidc.
Rut on .Ittne 2.r>. General ",Ieb"

Stuart begati a movement, the roason
fc>r which and the significance of which
have lie-.mi disputed for a generation
The cavalry had been on Lee's right,
and had stood as a buffer between the
<"onfederate.« and Hooker; Stuart, with
his usual brilliance, had been both
« \es and ears to Lee, but at this point
through possible misinterpretation of
equivocal orders, lie went off on a
laid which took him away from tha
main arm> and did not bring him to
Gettysbtii c ttntll the afternoon of July
* I'reclseij why this raid occurred
and who was lesponsible for Stuart's
absence are militar\ questions which,
perhaps, will never b<> settled. Colonel
Mosby, gallantly befriend! ng his old
chieftain, has written ills views: Col¬
onel Talcott has exculpated General
Lee Longstreet in his "Manassas to
Appomattox' laboriously endcovors to
relieve himself of responsibility.

The Armies \ en ring.
Throngh the heated, nerve-racking

days of the lart week in June, Leo
hunted the Federal f<>e and had Kwell.
win had been moving in a general
northwatd cciurse, veered to the east
and then to the south in an effort to
locate the lino which steadily had kept
parallel to hitn. J'.obbed of Stuart's
-. rvi»¦ **s. Lee wi :. |>cthaps not as fully
and icruiarL udvireo c.t" the enemy's
v.. nlM.uts as he would have been hail
the gtcat cavalier been near his
chief "Where are the Yanks." de
Mianded tlie baffled <'onfederato pri¬
vates as clays passed without a brush;
"where are the Rebs?" questioned the
Federals, with a trace of fear at the
thought of their phantom-foes. In the
ne; ntime and as the tense armies
hourly drew nearet together, a new
Federal commiindci had taken Hook¬
er:- j.lace In the person of George (».
Meade, a cnoleric, quick-witted man.
f;t to iatik with the best genearls of
the North Making the most of every
opportunity, Meade chose and care-
full> urvevecl one battlefield, only to
find th:<t he coubl not trap his match¬
less. foe

(letI j nliiirK nn Accident.
In a sense the clash which occurred

, on July 1 and precipitated the great
tattle on the lulls around Gettysburg

was an accident. .Wither commander
sought the ncl.i. neither would prob¬ably have chosen it hud he been given;!i<- opportunity. Hut chance or fate or
Providence willed it, and the quiet lit¬
tle college town saw on the morning of
July l a skirmish which became a bat-
t b\ ninl then the greatest eontlict ever
waged on American soil.

indeed, the pressing need of shoes in
the Army of Northern Virginia decided
tit-- sevne of battle Harry Moth's brave
Hoopers, who had worn out the frail
shoes issued them, were sent toward
Ce'.tysburg in the hope that they mightfind shoes there As they advanced to¬
ward the little town they were discov¬
er 1 by the outpost of Buford's (.'av¬
ail .. l>ivision, which engaged them
handsomely. While Buford's men were
contending every inch <-f ground with
the advancing Confederates, Buford
! :i;':self and John F Reynolds, Meade's
second in command, studied the field
from the tower of Cettysburg College,
and were speedily convinced that the
t:»ain army must be brought up at once,
.lus: as Heynolds was giving orders for
n nforeenients from the First Corps. he
was instantly killed and the command
of tlie advance guard passed into less
u -mod hands
The engagement thus precipitatedhas been reckoned the least Importantof the three days' battle, but. in its

r«al significance it was the most im-
.r'.int I'pon its issue depended the

disposition of the armies during theInter fighting. and upon their disposi¬tion depended In no small way their
strength Heth's men wore speedily
m t forced by the main body of {Swell's
Co: ps, mart hi'inr I n from the north. Bu
ford's cavalry received support fromHoward's ICleventh Corps Before the<!. attack of these Conf v-dei a tes,
Howard's men fell back in disorderthrough the town, and were on the
ve:t«- if a general flight. Happily for
the Federals, however. Howard hadleft on the crest of Cemetery Mill, asho went forward, the strong divisionof Htoinwehr, about which the retreat¬ing Federals rallied

The ()|iporl unit y l.ost.
I this time practically the whole

rort; under Fwell's command was
witl i rtriklnc distance «>f C.eltyshurgninl had with it the greater part of itsartillery Before them, on the hill
which dominated the entire position,Was a Federal force dispirited, unpre¬pared and suffering from the hnnlblows of the morning The golden op¬portunity had come to hurl the strongConfederate column against Cemeterylllll before rcinforceni- nis could arrive?
from the Federal main army, and thus
to master the situation. Why this wan
not known, no man knows Insteadof advancing, the nrave Kwell moved
up his mnin ltne, took possession of thetown and. when the Federals had en¬tirely withdrawn, went Into camp for
the night Many have seen in this de¬lay the real reason for the unsuccess¬ful issue of th« campaign." and somehave been inclined to place the blame
on Kwell for the repulse which came on
the third day. In Eweil's defense it

must be saifl that he was not positiveeither of his own strength or that of
the enemy opposite him, and was act¬
um under orders whi h apparently
did not contemplate an immediate ad¬
vance.

Tile Mnne Set for the Tragedy.
At Tar . ytowji, thirteen miies away.Meade learned In the early afternoon

that the armies had clashed and that
Reynolds had fallen. Immediately he
put \V Hancock in command of Rey¬nold's I'm ps with instruct! ms to nr>*ss
forward at once and to determine if
the position then held hy the Federals
could be maintained against Tree's main
army. 11«- hurried on, too, the strong

! Twelfth oi Slo.-um, safe orders
for a forced march by the Second.Third. Fifth ;> .. I .--i.xih Corps, and him-
self reached '"emetery Hill by 11 o'clock
on the night of the 1st. Convinced
that the position the army then occu¬
pied was the strongest in the. locality,lie made Cemetery Kidge the centre of
his line and thought up all his artilleryand reserves

Flying couriers h?*d early carried to
1-ee the news that his advance guardhad located the enemy, and the thund¬
ers which echoed acioss the fields
around Gettysburg had reached the
trained ears of the Southern army.Without waiting for the scattered de¬
tachments, the army was moved for-j ward as rapldl> as possible, and Long-
street's Corps speed, ly Mined the force
under Ewell's immediate command.
General I.ee had been in the nieghbor-
hood since the forenoon, though not
within reach of Fuel! and lie had now

to decide whether or not ho would ar-
e.-pt the of battle. In his official
report. l,c makes i» plain that he did
not wish to take the offensive, or In-
1 e»-«!. t pa rtidpate in a ueneval ..!.-
tragement .«-o far from his base. hut. as
he wrote. "coming unexpe<-tedlv upon
the Federal Army, to withdraw
through the mountains with our ex-
tensive trains would hnve been difficult
and (lniiK«:nus " In the afternoon he
went ove tlii- t (,ji. raph;. '¦? the couii-
try with I-ongstreet, who was ver\
loath to bring on a brittle there. Long-
street. in fact, proposed that lnst<ad

attempting <¦> take th- Federal posi¬
tion. I.t-e should deploy his rlwht. tlank
The Federals and take a stronger posi-
ticr. between them and the national
capital. Hut l.i-e, knowing conditio;.s
and more fainlllai than L.on(fstroot with
the weakness of his wagon train, hesi¬
tated to take such a step With that
during characteristic of hini In hours <¦{
danger, he looked squarely at l.ong-
street and said of Meade. "If he Is there
to-morrow I will attack him." It was
the same spirit he had shown when lie
sent his brigades through Richmond
with the bands playing that he might
deceive Mct'lellai and begin those
crushing blows which sent the enein>
staggering to Harrison's Landing. It
was the same spirit he had shown when
he ordered Second Manassas fought It
was the same spirit that had led him
to decline to move back across the
Potomac that memorable night after
Sharpsburg. when all his lieutenants
pleaded fov a retreat. "If he Is there
to-morrow I will attack him." he again
said when, later In the afternoon, the
discontented Longstreet brought for¬
ward his favorite plan acain

The Position of the Two Armies.
The die was cast, the battle would

be fought. As the two commanders of
the army in the stillness of that night
of suspense pored over the maps in
their headquarters, they must have felt
that the spot they had chanced upon
was a fit stage for the tragedy of a
nation. Around Gettysburg, the moun¬
tains give place to hill and and two
parallel ridges stretch north and south.
Separated at their farthest points by
little more than a mile, these became
the main lines of the two armies. <">n
the westerly ridge was located the lii-
tle Lutheran Seminary, which gave the
ridge its name, famous fornver in mili¬
tary annals. To the east, the Federals
occupied a ridge which ended in tho
quiet cemetery of the little town and
which was. in consequence, known as
Cemetery Ridge. This ridge, says a
modern writer. Kosmer, "was really
shaped like a fish-hook, its line curv¬
ing eastward to the abrupt and wood¬
ed Gulp's Hill, the barb of the hook. At

i-ouKl/'wUh^e t
rl,,Be was «t«ep and

r«n BoiuhwarJ u.U.nd. b.°U,dcr8; a" 11

until, after a mile o?*.o i*. ',im,n,8h*d
into two murked .

r080 a«aln

Top. 600 foot hlKh wltV 1(1
rtouni) Top Ju8t .o1^..a T'r: Lllt'°

morning of Julv .» J en the

Sfc: ,r°"'

Slocum. BwclMn front of op.po,,lt*

wif. "8 rro"«<%'« the ridge
Ifl l,v rv,'"r ha" on ,K
Mist da>. I.ongstreet fronted the Fed

V,',Cfl- W Ilh «'.« divisions of Hood"
il.« riV ni"' Al"l,,rsu" thrown alone

,VrM ; thC8e* on,y the '"Son
of McLiiwn was effectively disposed for
a frontal assault on the morning of
he 2d. Pickett's Division, which wa,

iftghUne lhh:-brT °f ,he lh"" da> »
t InR. had not yet come up. One

ir.j.r.M.M'Wj ass1,

¦ position facing the arm. with FweM
and Johnson occupying the position in
ftont of the inturncd tin fifty

The Advance of the Second Dny.
Ocner.nl i.ce's plan was to strike with

he coming of day along his who J
UU v p .m

mOV° Culp s

»iL .

P
w
Mln deliver a stinging

Mow at the Federal left-centre and
I.ongstreet on the left fo deliver an
assault on Round Top and the Fed*."
eft nlculatlng that a single direct
.low would he the he.t means of drU

' tv*f .

U,<' cnem' with the least
possible loss, he determined to lose
no time In the forenoon, accordingly
I.ongstreet sent forward lloods fa-'

('nous dlvLion, wblrh had won immo'r-
tal fame on a hundred fields Follow.

I fr r

,hl* *t,a,:k >>e threw his whole
force and that of a p hui against

j the strong Federal position. With the
courage of long discipline r.nd with
perfect confidence in their leaders the

| line moved forward, failed to take
T"1? -J« h...y irtitil

j of Federal reinforcements, and then
occupied a new ||.e in the vallev fac¬
ing Hancock On the Confederate left
before Culp's Hill. an even greater ad-
¦ antuge hr.d heen gained Though
somewhat slow In making the attack
I.well had thrown forward first a I.ou-

'V'1;-"1 *"'« then the famous
,nOA Division Hefore these tie

I-ederal line wilted until night f^ur.d
he < or federates almost in possession

| of
< ulp s Hill, close to Meade's waKon

itiain and his reserve ordnance train
J movement, by all odds was the
most brilliant of the da>'s engage-
inent. and had It been pressed a little
longer in the waning hours of the
i'ji.u, da;. might have civer. the <"on-
federate left a position froj,, which
*i£.. o j ]«1 ha v." j\f] v.inc<*d on t h** ft'1 nk

"f Meade's half < ircie Many who read
this advance against

,

v anr" remember the Mooriv
v:.lor with which the first ||r.,

never be shaken in thelr
. that ".ic hour of Stonewall"

would have turned the tide
^ettl.K the Singe for the l.ost \cl.
N.gl . fell st length, a hot, oppres¬

sive. Ju,> night. which carried acmw
the narrow valley the echoes from the
iival camps and lit th~ summer skv
With the wierd liKht of invriad camp
Tires It was a night of waiting, of
praying, of planning, of suspense
i. rowded into Meade's tiny head';uar-
" s t. i e blue -coated generals review,
ed the reverses of the da-, ar.d won-
dered where their wizaid antagonist
,Ar,ul'J strike on th#- morrow There
was no chance safely to withdraw, no
hope of victory except in hurling hack
the galinnt brigades which the\ knew
would come with the light m unani¬
mous vote, the Federals determined to
fight It out on the ground the;.- occu¬
pied and to strengthen the centre
against the attack which they thought
would be delivered there. "Vour turn
will corn.- - to-morrow. Oibhon." said
Meade, with set jaws "To-day he has
'Struck the flanks, next it will be the
centre "

In the Confederate ( nmp.
Across the valley there was no gen¬

eral council of war. and the plan of
attack remained unchanged. With the
daylight. I.ongstieet was to begin the
attack <.n the Confederate right, and
this, renewed along the line, was to
be accompanied by a strong advance
by Kwell and his men There were,
however, both discouraging and cheer¬
ing intelligence from the division com¬
manders. who reported to l,ec during
the evening Stuart's cavalry had ar-
r!\ed. and had been posted to
strengthen Jenkins's 3.000 on the left
Better still, the remaining brigades
of Uongstreet's Division had come up.
and. in particular, the three seasoned
brigades of Pickett's staunch division
were in place. Only when the ord.
nance officers looked at their depleted
(ammunition chests and re.-koned .1-
most to a minute how long their scant
supply would last, was there doubt in
the brave hearts of the Southern lead¬
ers a front assault, such as was
necessary to rout Meade, would he im-

(possible without abundant ammunition
ho« couldtha, be had when the

GENKUAL. LKK ON TRAVBLEH.


